Media release

Sustainable asset management

Swiss Funds & Asset Management Association makes clear
commitment to sustainable finance
Basel/Zurich, 16 June 2020 – The Swiss Funds & Asset Management Association (SFAMA)
is firmly committed to sustainable finance. With this in mind, it has joined forces with
Swiss Sustainable Finance (SSF) to draw up detailed recommendations for the Swiss asset
management industry on how to implement sustainable practices effectively. The
recommendations and associated core messages are intended to actively help asset
managers incorporate sustainability criteria into their investment processes.
As SSF’s latest Swiss Sustainable Investment Market Study 2020 shows, around a third of assets
under management in this country (CHF 1,163 billion) are already invested sustainably. SFAMA
and SSF are convinced that this trend will continue and have therefore drawn up detailed
recommendations for SFAMA members on implementing a sustainable investment policy
throughout the investment process. The intention behind this joint initiative is to promote a
sustainable Swiss financial sector and to provide active support and guidance to its key players,
specifically asset managers. “In a globalized economy, the success of corporate strategies is
increasingly dependent on ESG factors. Integrating them into financial analysis and risk
management activities can contribute to increasing profitability and minimizing risk,” said Sabine
Döbeli, CEO of SSF. “Asset managers are aware of the importance of ESG factors, and the
industry knows its responsibility in terms of facing up to global challenges. Sustainability has to
be part of an asset manager’s DNA,” explained Markus Fuchs, Managing Director of SFAMA.
Success hinges on transparency
Factoring ESG criteria into the investment strategy – as a core element of the investment
philosophy, so to speak – plays a part in generating higher risk-adjusted returns over the long
term. Asset managers therefore need to assess the social, economic, and environmental impact
of their investments and embed their values within a policy of sustainability. The key to
implementing sustainability criteria successfully is transparency. Standardized, measurable
reporting is vital in this respect, but transparency also requires companies and research providers
to make reliable, high-quality data available.
Valuable guide
The recommendations from SSF and SFAMA are primarily intended to inform asset managers
and are targeted in particular at organizations that are still in the early stages of ESG integration.
The recommendations are mainly technical in nature and designed to serve as a useful guide for
asset managers. They are focused on implementing a sustainable investment process and cover
the topics of governance, investment policy and strategy, risk management, transparency, and
reporting. They explain the role of the board of directors and executive board, for example, along
with a range of sustainability approaches and transparent reporting methods.
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SFAMA
The Swiss Funds & Asset Management Association SFAMA (SFAMA), which was established in 1992 and has its
registered office in Basel, is the representative association of the Swiss fund and asset management industry. Its
members include all the major Swiss fund management companies, many asset managers, and representatives of
foreign collective investment schemes, as well as service providers active in the asset management sector. SFAMA is
an active member of the Brussels-based European Fund and Asset Management Association (EFAMA) and the
International Investment Funds Association (IIFA) in Toronto. Further information: www.sfama.ch, @SFAMAinfo
SSF
Swiss Sustainable Finance (SSF) strengthens the position of Switzerland in the global marketplace for sustainable
finance by informing, educating and catalysing growth. The association, founded in 2014, has representative offices in
Zurich, Geneva and Lugano. Currently SSF unites around 150 members and network partners from financial service
providers, investors, universities and business schools, public-sector entities and other interested organisations.
Further information: www.sustainablefinance.ch, @SwissSustFin

