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10.00am / 4.00pm Welcome Katia Stampfli-Ferraz, 
Deputy Consul General,
Consulate General of 
Switzerland in Hong Kong

10.10am / 4.10pm Overview on Swiss Sustainable 
Investment Market and regulatory 
developments in Switzerland 

Sabine Döbeli, CEO, Swiss 
Sustainable Finance

10.25am / 4.25pm Investor perspectives in Asia and 
latest policy developments in Hong 
Kong 

Leonie Kelly-Farley, Partner, 
Sustainable Finance Initiative 

10.40am / 4.40pm Q&A
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OVERVIEW ON SWISS SUSTAINABLE 
INVESTMENT MARKET AND REGULATORY 
DEVELOPMENTS IN SWITZERLAND 
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SSF Vision

The Swiss financial centre is a leading 
voice and actor in sustainable finance,
contributing to a sustainable and 
prosperous economy.

SSF Mission

By shaping and informing on best 
practice and creating supportive 
frameworks and tools, SSF supports 
its members and cooperates with 
other actors in order for the Swiss 
financial centre to achieve a leading 
position in sustainable finance.

SSF VISION UND MISSION
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Category Member examples

51 Asset Managers
&
39 Banks

21 Pension funds and 
other asset owners

6 Insurance companies

20 Service providers

10 Research and
education facilities

13 NGOs and public
sector entities

160 Members and Network Partners

GROWING SSF MEMBERS BASE

Webinar: Sustainable Finance Trends in Switzerland & Hong Kong2 9  S E P T E MBE R  2 0 20 8



Development of Sustainable Investments in Switzerland
GROWTH OF SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENTS CONTINUES
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— Sustainable funds now account for 38% of total fund
market (18 % in 2018, 9% in 2017)

— Sustainable assets managed by institutional asset
owners account for 30% of their total assets
(31 % in 2018, 16 % in 2017)

— Total sustainable assets (funds, mandates, asset owner
assets) correspond to about 1/3 of all assets managed in 
Switzerland1

Particularly high share of sustainable funds

1  CHF 1,163.3 billion divided by CHF 3.34 trillion total assets managed in CH (SBA Banking Barometer 2019)

SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENTS NOW MAINSTREAM
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Development of individual SI approaches
ACTIVE OWNERSHIP AND IMPACT GAINING TRACTION
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MOST ASSETS COMBINE DIFFERENT APPROACHES
Number of approaches applied to sustainable investment volumes
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ESG INTEGRATION IN 4 OF TOP 5 COMBINATIONS
Top Five combinations Applied by AM and AO
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Key

LACK OF STANDARDS AS KEY BARRIER FOR AM
Financial concerns still prominent for AO

Asset 
Owners

Client 
demand and 

legislative 
pressure

Board and 
Political 
pressure

Lack of 
standards

Financial 
concerns 

( performance 
& costs)

Key Drivers

Key Barriers

Asset 
Managers
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Growth forecasts for sustainable investments in Switzerland in 2020 
OPTIMISM FOR FUTURE MARKET DYNAMICS

Asset managers

Asset owners
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SWISS GOVERNMENT STRESSES IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL 
SECTORS ROLE

« Swiss investors must have an investment behavior 

[…] that ultimately does not torpedo our measures 

[to achieve] the Paris Agreement »

Statement of Swiss Federal Councillor Simonetta Sommaruga 
during Swiss Council of States’ Autumn Session 2019
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IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS IN SWITZERLAND (1/2)

— Swiss Government and authorities increase 

pressure

→ Federal Council set up different working 

groups

→ Government report on general approach in 

sustainable finance published in June 2020; 

concrete measures will be suggested by end of 

year

→ Federally supported climate alignment tests 

for institutional investors and banks (PACTA)

→ Swiss Regulator FINMA is currently examining 

mandatory transparency on climate risks for 

large financial corporations
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IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS IN SWITZERLAND (2/2)

— Swiss CO2 Act passed last Friday

→ Art. 1: stresses importance of aligning financial flows to 

Paris agreement

→ Art. 47a: obliges Swiss National Bank and Swiss financial 

regulator (FINMA) to assess climate risks

— Industry Initiatives: Strong enabler for sustainable finance

→ SFAMA/SSF Recommendations on Sustainable Asset 

Management

→ SwissBanking Recommendations on client advisory 

process

→ Swiss Insurance Association initiates annual reporting on 

progress in insurance industry
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Swiss Sustainable Finance
Grossmünsterplatz 6
8001 Zurich

Tel. 0041 44 515 60 50

info@sustainablefinance.ch
www.sustainablefinance.ch

Follow us on Social Media
>Twitter@SwissSustFin
>LinkedIn Swiss Sustainable Finance

CONTACT
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August 2019Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020

The Rise of Sustainable 

Finance in Asia and Investor 

Perspectives 

Leonie Kelly-Farley, Partner, SFi
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Sustainable Finance Initiative Model

Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020
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“Sustainable Investing” or “Sustainable Finance” are used interchangeably in this survey. It 

refers to an investment strategy or financial service integrating environmental, social and 

governance (ESG) criteria into the business or investment decisions, for the lasting benefit 

of investors and society at large.

Sustainable Finance spectrum: the investment spectrum spans across asset classes and is 

inclusive of exclusionary, ESG integration and engagement, thematic and impact investing. 

It includes investment via fund vehicles, intermediaries and/or direct holdings (e.g. stocks, 

companies). 

Sustainable Finance Initiative - View

Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020
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o Global sustainable 

investment reached $22.89 

trillion (26% of global AuM) 

in 2016. 

o Asia (excluding Japan) 

accounted for 0.2% of global 

SI assets. 

o Hong Kong accounted for 

26% of Asia’s SI assets.

Source: Global Sustainable Investment Alliance (2016)

Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020

Sustainable Finance Initiative - Growth
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August 2019Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ixhj3odm65tjll5/SFi_

Digital_Report_Single_Page.pdf?dl=0
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o Nearly 90% of respondents 

believe Hong Kong is “behind” or 

“reactive” in terms of sustainable 

finance compared with other 

global financial centres.

o 75% believe sustainable finance 

is important for Hong Kong’s 

future.

o 60% of female respondents said 

sustainable finance is “very 

important” for the long term 

future of Hong Kong, compared 

to 24% of male respondents.

Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020

Research Findings
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Research Findings
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Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020

Our Investor Survey 2019 provides a

snapshot of the sustainable investing

ambitions of our Investor Circle, and

how they plan to achieve them.

Investor Engagement
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PORTFOLIO:
To build, 
deploy or 
ramp-up 

sustainable 
investments

35%

CONNECT:
To build a community & 
ecosystem; engaging 

family & other investors 
in SF…

LEARN:
To establish 

financial viability 
and potential for 

SF as a force for …

IMPACT:
To drive real-
world change, 
and improve 

impact …

Investor Goals in the Next 1-3 Years*

21%

21%

21%

37%

89%

95%

Better Risk Management

Financial Opportunity

Portfolio Diversification

Engage with Next Gen

Alternative to Philanthropy /
Maximise Impact

Contribute to Sustainability /
Solving Issues

Top 3 Primary Drivers for SI #

Solving issues and maximizing impact are almost universal drivers for our members to pursue SF

Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020

Investor Engagement
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Top 3 SDGs

(45% total votes)
Secondary SDGs

(35% total votes)
Lower Priority SDGs

(20% total votes)

Top SDGs of Good Health & Well-being, Quality Education and Climate Action rank 4th, 9th and 

8th among GIIN 2019 investors respectively*.

Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020

UN SDG Investment Category Preference
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Practice

People

Policy

Product

Sustainable Finance Initiative – Knowledge Bank



@sustainablefinancehk

@sustainablefinancehk

@sfi_hk

Sustainable Finance Initiative © 2020   

Contact us

Disclaimer

Sustainable Finance Initiative (SFi) is not an investment advisor. The content of this presentation is not intended and should not be used or construed as an offer to sell, or a solicitation of any

offer to buy, any securities or other investment products in any jurisdiction. The content of this presentation is for information purpose only, and not intended and should not be construed as

investment, tax, legal, financial or other advice.

Although SFi has taken all reasonable care that the content of this presentation is accurate at the time of publication, no representation or warranty (including liabilities towards third parties),

express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. The content of this presentation is subject to change without notice.

In no case will SFi be liable for any direct or indirect losses or damages of any kind in connection with the access and the use of this presentation.

If you have any enquiries please contact us at info@sustainablefinance.hk.
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Q&A
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST!
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