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Zurich, July 1st 2014, 07.00 AM

The new platform ”Swiss Sustainable Finance” promotes sustainability in the
Swiss financial centre
Swiss Sustainable Finance (SSF) aims to promote Switzerland as the leading centre for
sustainable finance. More than 60 organisations – financial service providers, investors,
research organisations, public sector entities and others – have joined forces to foster
social and environmental aspects in investment and financing solutions. This will create
opportunities while strengthening the Swiss financial centre.
The Association Swiss Sustainable Finance (SSF) forms a new platform which brings together
broad know-how in sustainable finance. Targeted activities will foster further integration of
sustainability principles into the Swiss financial marketplace. ”Swiss Sustainable Finance aims to
drive change across financial centre Switzerland and so contribute to its sustainable future,”
Sabine Döbeli, CEO of SSF, explains. ”A growing share of clients explicitly asks for a long-term
view in finance. Building on Switzerland’s existing strengths we want to support this trend.“
Planned activities include the development of practical tools, promotion of training and education
for financial specialists as well as provision of market data.
A leading centre for sustainable finance
Swiss firms contribute highly to international developments in this field through their innovative
products and services. Today, sustainable assets of CHF 57 billion are managed in Switzerland,
a significant proportion of which is for international clients. A third of global microfinance
investments are managed by Swiss players. Over the past 10 years, Swiss companies have
developed a variety of innovative services related to sustainable finance, including a risk index
based on environmental and social risks as well as a fair-trade fund to pre-finance agricultural
goods.
Extensive know-how through a broad membership base
Swiss Sustainable Finance includes 55 members and 9 network partners so far (see below for the
complete list). “The large number of founding members illustrates the growing importance of
sustainable financial services and reveals the importance our members place upon finding new
solutions in cooperation with other actors,“ says Jean Laville, Deputy CEO of Swiss Sustainable
Finance in Geneva.
Strong network partners
The Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) acts as a network partner and supports
the foundation of the organisation. Liliana de Sá Kirchknopf, Head of Private Sector Development
within the field of Economic Cooperation and Development at SECO explains why: ”The initiative
facilitates the mobilisation of private funds for development and climate finance. Switzerland has
excellent prerequisites to foster the achievement of international sustainability goals through
targeted financing services, going beyond international cooperation.”
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Large institutional investors such as Helvetia, SUVA and Swiss Re are amongst the SSF founding
members. David Bresch, Global Head Sustainability at Swiss Re and a member of the SSF
Board, comments on the company's engagement as follows: ”Environmental and socio-economic
challenges increasingly pose a threat to society's sustainable development. For re-insurers and
insurers this creates both new opportunities and risks. Solutions require new collaboration models
– firms need to team up to raise public awareness and to position Switzerland as a hub for
sustainable finance”.
Public Event in autumn
The first public Swiss Sustainable Finance event “Sustainable financial centre Switzerland –
combining strengths for success” takes place on October 23rd 2014 in Zurich. State Secretary
Marie-Gabrielle Ineichen-Fleisch will present her view as Director of SECO on the role of the
financial centre in longterm sustainable development. An international panel of experts will then
discuss the opportunities and risks associated with a sustainable Swiss financial centre. More
information and registration via info@sustainablefinance.ch

Some facts on the Swiss sustainable finance marketplace




Sustainable investments of CHF 57 billion are managed in Switzerland. The segment has
grown strongly for many years and increased by 17 percent last year.
Hub for microfinance investments: Of the global microfinance assets of USD 10 billion
approximately one third is managed in Switzerland.
More than 200 Swiss organisations are involved in sustainable finance.

Swiss Sustainable Finance
Swiss Sustainable Finance is the main point of information for all questions on sustainable finance in
Switzerland. The association groups financial and non-financial service providers, investors, universities
and business schools, public sector entities and other interested organisations to foster the integration of
sustainability principles into all financial services and strengthen Switzerland as the leading centre for
sustainable finance. SSF closely cooperates with Sustainable Finance Geneva to reach this goal.

Contact
Swiss Sustainable Finance
8000 Zürich
Sabine Döbeli, CEO
sabine.doebeli@sustainablefinance.ch

phone: 058 283 62 16
www.sustainablefinance.ch
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Founding members of Swiss Sustainable Finance
Adveq Management AG
Bamboo Finance
Banque Bonhôte & Cie SA
Banque Pâris Bertrand Sturdza SA
Baumann & Cie
BlueOrchard Finance S.A.
Café Europe Textagentur GmbH
Clarmondial
Conser Invest
Covalence EthicalQuote
E2 Management Consulting AG
Emerald Technology Ventures Inc.
Fondation Guilé
Fundo SA
Helvetia Insurance
LGT Group
Nest
OnValues
PwC
REES AG
responsAbility Investments AG
South Pole Group
Swiss Investment Fund for Emerging Markets (SIFEM)
Swiss Philanthropy Foundation
Swisscanto Asset Management Ltd.
The Pictet Group
VELUX STIFTUNG
Zurmont Madison Private Equity

AlphaMundi Group Ltd.
Bank J. Safra Sarasin
Banque Lombard Odier & Cie SA
Banque SYZ & CO SA
BHP - Brugger and Partners Ltd.
BSI SA
CANDRIAM INVESTORS GROUP
CONINCO Explorers in finance SA
Contrast Capital
De Pury Pictet Turrettini & Co LTD
Edmond de Rothschild (Suisse) S.A.
Ethos Foundation
Forma Futura Invest Inc.
Globalance Bank
Inrate Ltd
MIRABAUD et Cie SA
Notenstein Private Bank Ltd
Prakriti Projects Ltd.
Raiffeisen Switzerland
RepRisk AG
RobecoSAM AG
SUVA
Swiss Mobiliar Cooperative Company
Swiss Re
Symbiotics SA
Thurgauer Kantonalbank
Vontobel

Founding network partners of Swiss Sustainable Finance
Center for Corporate Responsibility and Sustainabiliy (CCRS) at the University of Zurich
Center for Microfinance, Department of Banking and Finance, University of Zurich
Center for Responsibility in Finance, Department of Banking and Finance, University of Zurich
Economic Development, City of Zurich
ETH Sustainability - ETH Zürich
Office for Economy and Labour, Canton of Zurich
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO
Sustainable Finance Geneva
WWF Switzerland
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